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Dear Ms. Searcy:
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Please find enclosed our a:mnents recJardirYJ the RM ~. 7407, In the Matter of
Maintaining the Ccnfidentiality of Proprietary Custaner Data Subnitted to
Coordinaticn Entities in Accord With Secticn 90.179 (e) of the Rules.

Also enclosed are seven copies of FIT's a:mnents so you may delegate them to the
various offices ccocerned in this matter.

C',incerel",:l,

iOREST INDUSTRIES I'EI..EOGM'~ICATIONS

~~1W\M·
/ James\H. Baker

(' Execu1\:ive Vice President
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enclosure: Carments to RM No. 7407

The Forest Industry's voice before the Federal Communications Commission
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In the Matter of )

)

Maintai.ni.rYJ the Ccnfidentiality )

Of ProprietaJ:y Custaner Data ) ~ Itb. 74C17

Sutmitted To Coordinaticn )

Entities in Accord With )

Sectien 90.179 (e) Of The Rules )

CXM-1ENI'S OF

FOREST INDUSTRIES '!'ELECXl'MJNICATIOOS

Forest Industries Teleccmnuni.caticns (FIT) respectfully sutmits its oc:mnents in

respcose to the Cannissien' s Notice of Prc.p::l6ed Rule Making in the above captiooed

rule makin;J proceeding.

I. INI'RCDUCI'ICN

FIT is a naticnal organizatien of radio users licensed in the Forest Products

Radio SeI:vice. For nora than 40 years, FIT has been recognized, by the

Cannissien, as the Frequency Coordinator for the Forest Products Radio service.

It is also the industry's spcKesnaIl en matters pertaininJ' to Land MJbile Radio

Camnmicaticns in the forest products industIy. FIT has over 2,000 members that

range in size fran Fortune 500 ccmpanies such as Wsyerhaeuser Co., Georgia Pacific



CoIp., etc. to small ccntract loggers.

II. GENERAL CXM1ENI'S

FIT feels the a1::love capticned petiticn is frivolous and the proposed rule c11.anJe

unnecessa.r:y. Under current quidelin3s,~ COOrdinators operate under

scrutiny of the FCC and through the oversight process established by the

CCl11nissicn in PRo Docket 83-737 adequate safeguards and grievance procedures

already exist. ShJuld a licensee or representative feel a coordinator has

disclosed "prcprietaJ:y" infonnaticn a cx:JIPlaint may be filed with the CCl11nissicn,

resultin;} in an a.wrePriate investigaticn.

Nowhere in its petiticn cD the petiticners cite any finn facts or exarrples of

coordinators violatin;} the trust of ethical operaticns.

AItlx:xJgh FIT recognizes the CCI'lCer11 of private carriers to keep their custaner

lists ocnfidential, and already has an internal p:>licy addressin;} the~ of

the petitianers, FIT questicns whether or I'Dt user lists of private carriers

eustaners legally deserve arry protecticn.

Private Land M:>bile Radio S&v'ice license 8R)licaticns are a matter of ~lic

record. As a requiranent of secticn 90.179 8R)licants shall suhni.t with their

applicaticn the names, addresses, etc. for all systan users or members. This

list, as an attadInent to the applicaticn is likewise a matter of public record,

an issue I'Dt addressed by the petitianers. ShJuld an B.);plicant for a private

carriers system feel their attachnents are so sensitive they may request the user

list be withheld fran ~lic inspecticn as allowed for in secticn 0.459.



H::lvJever, sectiCl1S 0.453 ad 0.455 make virtually all material CXX1CeIT1i.n1 license

activity am. reporting' requirements in aJ.m:>st all cases a matter of p.1blic record.

This material includes financial, ccntractural, t8J:Tiffs am. other d:JcLments that,

fran a business staOOpoint, may be prq;>rieta:ry. H::lvJever, fran the ~ point of

view r.hey are p.1blic recx>rd. It \\OJld appear, therefore, the petiticners are

trying to establish rules that make private C8J:Tiers "superior" to CXJIIIDl C8J:Tiers

or other license classificatiCXlS, by exclusicn of informaticn.

The petiti<:ners, in foO'oDte 2, relate l'xJw it \\OJld be "m:>re difficult" to obtain

eustaner infonnaticn if their proposed rule is ad:Jpted. While such a rule waIld

eliminate ens saJrCe of determining a custaner list, the petiticners by anissioo

ackocMledg'e that other means 00 exist.

Furtherm:>re, the proposed rule of the petiticners might prchi.bit coordinators fran

sharinJ between them infonnaticn ccntained in the licensees user reports. Sharing

of this infonnatioo is required when private C8J:Tier systals are licensed through

"interservi.ce shariIYJ" (secticn 90.176). Not cnly 00es the licensee's coordinator

require load:in;J reports rot so 00 aIr:l other coordinator(s) to wh:m the frequency

is regularly allocated. In additicn, identificaticn of offending parties in

interference situaticns may require coordinators ccmpariIYJ IDtes, user nares or

other relevant infonnatioo which the petiticners feel are proprietary.

Lastly, the petiticners claim private C8J:Tiers are required to pay the

coordinators to receive this infonnaticn. Their statement is cnly partially true.

While it is true that NABER 00es charge a fee of $30 to gather this data, others,

FIT included, 00 rot. The petiticners broad bnJsh statement is yet aoother



attenpt to portray coordinatinJ agencies as tJnSCn1P..llcus characters, ie charginJ

for the co11ecticn service and then re-se11inJ the data.

Respectfully suhni.tted:

FORFST INDUSTRIES TELECX:l+UNlCATlOOS

JHB/klc

Forest IrXiustries Te1eoamunicaticns

871 CJ:x.mtry Club Rd. Suite A

Eugene, OR 97401-2200

( 503) 485-8441

August 1, 1990


